Alexander’s Youth

Plutarch has the following passages on Alexander’s youth:

2a
Alexander’s ancestry
2b
Olympias’s wedding and her conception of Alexander
2c
Olympias’s religious fanaticism
3a
How Philip lost his eye
3b
Alexander’s birth – Ephesus – Philip’s three successes
4a
Lysippus and Apelles – Alexander’s appearance (and fragrance)
4b
Alexander’s self-restraint and love of honour
5a
Alexander and the Persian ambassadors
5b
Alexander’s early education – Leonidas and Lysimachus
6
Alexander and Bucephalus
7
Philip appoints Aristotle – so-called acroamatic and epoptic teaching
8
Alexander’s learning – his interest in medicine and books – Dandamis and Calanus
9a
Alexandropolis and Chaeronea

9b
Philip, Cleopatra, Olympias and Alexander

And here is a selection of some of the key questions:
a. What was Olympias like?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

b. What influence did Olympias have on Alexander?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

c. What were the key influences on Alexander’s developing character as a youth?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

d. What was Alexander’s nature as a youth?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

e. What was Philip like?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

f. What was Alexander’s relationship with his father?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

g. How important was Greek religion in the formation of Alexander’s character?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

h. How important was warfare in the formation of Alexander’s character?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

i. How accurate in Plutarch’s account of Alexander’s youth?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

j. What was Plutarch’s assessment of Alexander as a youth?

Cite §s: ……………………  + Other? ………………………………………………………….

Points: .…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………
