1. Alexander's youth and education

Alexander had more direct contact with his mother than his father. His mother was Olympias and had a significant influence on Alexander. She was a politically wily figure and many legends surrounded her conception of Alexander.

Despite Alexander's royalty. he was not isolated from others of his same age. Philip improved stability in Macedonia by having the sons from all the leading families brought to the court for education. This helped Alexander to build up his 'companions' - useful later in battle and relaxation.

Philip gave Alexander an education which would prepare him for an important role in the Greek world. He was taught by Aristotle and inspired by classical legends like the Iliad to emulate a Greek heroic ideal in his career.

In 340 Alexander gained experience of leadership as regent in Macedonia during his father's absence. In 338 he received experience in fighting the Greeks at Chaeronea where he distinguished himself controlling the left wing.

The relationhip between Alexander and Philip was often strained. When Philip married Cleopatra in 338, in order to produce a legitimate heir, Alexander fell out with his father in a party. He left for Illyria, only returning to Pella the next year.

Plutarch is our main source of information for the early life of Alexander. He records many of the superstitions surrounding his birth, including the lightning bolt striking Olympias' womb and the snake lying next to her. Plutarch includes many stories about Alexander's childhood, selected because they reveal aspects of his character (one of Plutarch's main aims in his writings).

Arrian's only mentions of Alexander's youth at moments in his career which are relevant to his upbringing in Hellenism. Otherwise, Arrian is more interested in Alexander's military career.
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