
WRITING DEVELOPMENT 
Making notes is a skilled task, develops over years, and everyone has their own variant!  The exercises in this unit are a brief intro.   
The best way to learn this skill, however, is to do it; every page you study should be read with a pencil and notebook by your side. 
PS research has shown the hand-WRITING the notes ‘fixes’ the information in your brain better than typing or highlighting. 

 

The Berlin Blockade 

8.  Making Notes II – Abbreviations 
 

 On the right, you can see a list of common historian’s abbreviations.  As time 
goes on, you will change some and add your own, but go with these for the 
moment. 

The pdf notes on the webpage on The pdf notes on the webpage on the 
Berlin Blockade use many of these abbreviations. 
 
1.  Go through the pdf notes, identifying all the occasions they have used an 

abbreviation from the list.  See how the notes have used it, comparing 
the notes to the full-out text on the webpage.  Notice how the notes also 
miss out unnecessary words (eg in para 1, “what should be done about” 
becomes “re”. 

 
2.  Re-write the following paragraphs in note form, making as much use as 

possible of the abbreviations on the right: 
 

“There had been particular disagreement about reparations: Britain and 
America had wanted Germany to recover economically, but the Russians 
had gained the right to take 10% of the industrial equipment of western 
Germany, and as whatever they wanted from their own zone in eastern 
Germany:” 

“On 1 June, America and France announced that they wanted to create 
the new country of West Germany; and on 23 June they introduced a 
new currency into ‘Bizonia’ and western Berlin.   The next day (24 June 
1948) the Russians stopped all road and rail traffic into Berlin.” 

Possible solutions at bottom of page. 
 
3. Practise making abbreviated notes on relevant passages in your textbook.   

4. Start making use of the abbreviations in your own note-taking. 

 

 

 

NOTE:  when you start doing this, you may find it very difficult and time-
consuming.  PERSEVERE … as you get better, it will save you loads of time. 
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