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Put the title Harald Hardrada in your exercise book.
§1  -  Harald the Hero
Read Sources 1 and 2.
Activity One

1.
Working in a group of five, turn Source 1 into a mini-drama; your teacher might let you perform it in front of the class.

2.
The story is a myth – it possibly/probably never happened.  Explain to the class why you think Snorri Sturluson put the story into his book – what is the point of the story?
Task Two
1.
Working with a partner or in your small group, make a list of words – based on Sources 1 and 2 – which describe Harald Hardrada.

2.
For each of the words in your list, complete a sentence as following in your exercise book:

· I infer that Harald was … [you write down one item in your list]; I think this because … [you explain what part of the two stories made you think that].
* * *
§2  -  A different mentality
The Vikings had very different attitudes and behaviour patterns to ours!  For example, Vikings often made up a brave ‘death poem’ (as Harald did in Source 2) before they went into battle.  
Task Three
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, discuss what kind of things you would put in a ‘death poem’ if you expected to die shortly.

2.
Working on your own, make a list in your exercise book of ways in which Harald was different to people today.

* * *

§3  -  Judging others
Watch this YouTube advert for a book – Harald Hardrada, the Last Viking – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrS2_SaAST8
Task Three

Working as a whole class, discuss: 

1.
How does the trailer portray Hardrada?  Do you agree with that interpretation?
2. 
The trailer describes Hardrada as a man ‘without honour’.  Is that fair?

3.
How far do you think that Snorri Sturluson and the trailer are exaggerating?  What motives would they have to do so?
© John D Clare, 2014

[image: image1.jpg]