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Put the title How Did Harold Die in your exercise book.
§1  -  An Arrow In The Eye
Read the Introduction and study Source 1.
Activity One

1.
Working in a group or as a whole class, taking Source 1 at face value, make a list of all the evidence which suggests that Harold died from an arrow in the eye.

§2  -  Cut down with a sword by a horseman
Now study Source 2.  Remember the description of the battle of Hastings:

The housecarls refused to run away.  They formed a ring round their king...  Time after time the Norman cavalry thundered down upon their shield wall. 
Task Two
1.
Working in your group or as a whole class, identify in Source 2:

· The Norman horsemen ‘thundering down’ from both sides.

· The two sides of the Saxon circle – how many soldiers deep was the circle?

· The figure of the king in the centre of the circle.

2.
If this interpretation is correct, how did Harold die?
§3  -  Testing the hypothesis – the evidence of Guy of Amiens
Task Three
1.
Study Source 3a.  Discuss in your group or as a whole class: does it support or contradict the idea that Harold was cut down by a horseman?
2. 
Look at who wrote the account, and when – do you trust him?

§4  -  Testing the hypothesis – the evidence of William of Jumieges
Task Four

1.
Study Source 3b.  Discuss in your group or as a whole class: does it support or contradict the idea that Harold was cut down by a horseman?

2. 
Look at who wrote the account, and when – do you trust him?

§5  -  Testing the hypothesis – the evidence of William of Malmesbury
Task Five

1.
Study Source 3c.  Discuss in your group or as a whole class: does it support or contradict the idea that Harold was cut down by a horseman?

2. 
Look at who wrote the account, and when – do you trust him?

3.
I think that William of Malmesbury got his theory from looking at the Bayeux Tapestry; compare his account with Source 2 and explain how this might have come about.
§6  -  Coming to a conclusion – the evidence of William of Poitiers
Task Six

1.
William of Poitiers (who wrote about 1073 and is the best-informed of all the Norman writers) does not tell us anything about how Harold died, saying merely that his body was found with all the others after the battle.  How does this affect your developing ideas about how Harold died?

2.
Putting all the evidence together, how do YOU think that Harold died?  Write a paper explaining and proving your ideas, and disproving all the wrong theories.


Start by writing a few paragraphs to dismiss all the wrong ideas, like this:

· One way that Harold did NOT died was … [you write down one theory you believe to be wrong]; I think this because … [you explain why the theory is wrong].
Then developed and justify your own theory, like this:

· My suggestion is that Harold died … [you write down YOUR theory]; this is because … [explain why your theory is correct, supporting it with arguments and facts].
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