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Put the title Was William a War-Criminal? in your exercise book.
§1  -  I am biased!
Read the Introduction and Source 1.  It is best you know from the start that I loathe William – I think he was a war-criminal.  You can decide how you want.
Activity One

1.
Some historians dismiss this passage as exaggeration; what do you think?

2.
Why was it particularly important in those days that William destroyed the food stores in winter?

3.
Working in a group or as a whole class, taking Source 1 at face value, make a list of all the evidence that we would use today to put William on trial for crimes against humanity
§2  -  Crimes Against Humanity – more evidence for the prosecution
Now study Source 2.  Remember that it would have been written by Anglo-Saxon monks … under the supervision of a Norman Abbot:

Task Two
1.
Working in your group or as a whole class, identify in Source 2:

· Some good things it says about William.
· The bad things it accuses William of. 
· What was the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle’s overall judgement on William?  
2.
How trustworthy is this judgement on William – would we accept it today in a court of law?
§3  -  The other side of the argument – the evidence of Dorothy King
Now study Source 3.  Remember that it was written at a time when many English thought that the English were the greatest people on earth:

Task Three
1.
Discuss in your group or as a whole class: does it support or contradict the idea that William was guilty of crimes against humanity?
2. 
List the positive things it says about the Conquest. Has it changed your opinion of William?  
§4  -  Coming to a conclusion
Before you think about these questions, you might want to do some of the ‘further research’ on the webpage, to increase your knowledge before you come to a conclusion.
Task Four
1.
Discuss as a whole class, putting all the evidence together, what you think of William:  
· Was he a war-criminal?  
· Was he ‘William the Great’.  
· Or was he (as one writer said about another ruler, Oliver Cromwell) ‘a great, bad man’?
2.
Write an essay in your exercise books.


Start by writing a few paragraphs to present the case for the prosecution, like this:

· There is a lot of evidence that suggests that William was a bad man … [write down facts which suggest this, and explain how they prove William to be a war-criminal].

Next, writing a few paragraphs to present the case for the defence, like this:

· There is, however, also evidence that William was a good ruler … 

[write down the facts which suggest this, and explain how they show William in a different light].
Finally, developed and justify your own conclusion, like this:

· My judgement is that William … [write down YOUR theory]; this is because … [explain why your theory is correct, supporting it with arguments and facts].
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