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Put the title Feudal Dues in your exercise book.
You already know something about the life of a villein from lesson 1.10.
Before you start, how good is your Maths?  What is 8x32?  What is 8x40?
Task One

Working with a partner or in a small group:

1.
Work out how many people lived in Middridge in 1183 (in the Middle Ages, the average family had 2 surviving children).
2.
Studying Source 1, make a list of everything that the villeins had to supply to the Bishop in feudal dues.  (I reckon that, even in a good year, the villeins of Middridge will have had great difficulty in producing enough; in a bad year, they would starve.) 
3.
Still working in your group, study the Factfile.  Add to your list more of the feudal dues and duties to which the villein was subject.

4.
Working as a whole class, discuss what you have found.  Try to infer beyond the facts – does this information reveal anything about the nature of life for the villeins of Middridge?

5.
I have always claimed that the Normans were worse than the Nazis, and that ‘in 1183, Middridge was a concentration camp, into which the conquered Saxons had been herded’.  Do you agree?
Task Two
1.
Working on your own, design a ‘Job Description’ for a Medieval Peasant.

You may wish to look at some modern job advertisement to give you ideas, but you must at least have the following:

· Qualifications

· Wage

· Main responsibilities

· Taxes and liabilities
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