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Put the title Pierce Ploughman in your exercise book.
§1  -  Extraction
Task One

Working in a small group or as a whole class, study carefully and discuss the poem:

1.
Discuss how we know we know it was wintertime.

2.
List all the words which show the man was poor. 

3.
List the things which made his life miserable. 

4.
The poem is a brilliant, vivid evocation of the scene; discuss which words and phrases are the most powerful – which most moved you.
* * *

§2  -  Presentation
Task Two
1.
Choose your favourite two- or four-line section from the poem. 
2.
Working with a partner:

· explain why you find it so appealing.

· practise saying the phrase as dramatically as possible. 
3.
Perform your lines to the class.
* * *

§3  -  Emulation
Task Three
1.
Select any character from the webpage The Farming Year and write your own poem about him or her, based on the picture and what you know about a villein's life. 

2.
If you can, try to copy the form, language and ideas of the Crede.  

Medieval alliterative poetry had simple rules which are quite easy to copy:
· It did not rhyme, but it did have a rhythm

· Each line was divided into two halves, separated by dot (•). 

· Each half-line contained two stressed syllables (e.g. ‘His coat was of cloth’). 

· Properly, the two stressed syllables in the first half-line, and the first stressed syllable in the second, shared the same letter (called a `rime-letter').  This is more evident in the original Middle English than in my paraphrase, (e.g.: ‘His cote was of a cloute • that cary was y-called’) but note that fourteenth-century poets OFTEN broke the rules for effect (e.g.: ‘I seiz a sely man me by • opon the plow hongen.’)
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