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Put the title A Villein’s Home in your exercise book.
§1  -  Extraction from the Source
Task One

1.
Working in a small group or as a whole class, study the picture of the peasants' house from Les Très Riches Heures (Source 1).  
· Start simply by making a list of everything you can see in the picture. 
· Next, go through the list, discussing everything it tells you about the nature and quality of the peasants’ lives.

2.
When you have done this, you can look at the Cheat-sheet to see if you have missed anything.

* * *

§2  -  Comparison and evaluation of the Source
Task Two
1.
Still working in a small group or as a whole class, compare the depiction of a peasant’s life in the painting in Source 1, to the depictions of a ploughman in Pierce the Ploughman's Crede, and the description of a villein’s home by William Langland in Source 2. 
· How are the two different? 

· Why are they so different?

2.
While you were studying the picture, did any of you comment on the more intriguing figures in the picture – the strange figure in the white woollen blanket by the dovecote door, the woodcutter and the passing pedlar … like characters in a fairy tale.  


The artist drew painted the illustrations to entertain and distract the Duc de Berry whilst he was meditating/praying … so why did he, do you think, include these mysterious figures?
* * *

§3  -  Presentation of Findings
Task Three
1.
Working alone, imagine you are a medieval estate agent, who wants to sell the farm.  


(In real life, of course, there were no estate agents in the Middle Ages and villeins could not sell their houses – so this is just a conceit to allow an interesting piece of work.) 


Produce a summary sheet, including the key property particulars, a picture of the property, and a list of four or five main selling points. 

Then produce more detailed sections describing the various part of the farm in detail.
2.
How are you (as an estate agent trying to ‘sell’ an idealised picture of the property), similar to the medieval artist?
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