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Put the title Hell and the Power of the Church in your exercise book.
§1  -  Vision of Hell
Study sources 1-2.  

Task One

1.
Working on your own or with a partner, talk about Source 1.  
· List all the nasty things you can see happening.
· What sort of people went to hell? What happened to them?
· Make a list of ‘Words-which-describe-Medieval-Hell’, which describe what you can see.
2.
Still working on your own or with a partner, talk now about Source 2.  

· Add to your list of ‘Words-which-describe-Medieval-Hell’.

· Did ‘the punishment fit the crime’ for Hildegard?

· Suggest reasons why Hildegard put those who had disobeyed the bishop in the thickest darkness of all.

§2  -  Interpreting the Vision
Task Two

1.
Working as a whole class with your teacher:
· Share your lists of ‘Words-which-describe-Medieval-Hell’.

· Who would want to spend eternity in a place like that?

· Suggest reasons why the medieval Church was so keen on telling people what hell was like.
· Do you think medieval people enjoyed paying their tithes?

· Discuss as a class how the medieval vision of hell gave power to the Church and the clerics.

2.
Do the worksheet: ‘The Idea of Hell in the Middle Ages’.

The Idea of Hell in the Middle Ages
Copy out the following sentences, filling in the gaps with words from the bottom of the sheet.
In the Middle Ages, many people were very religious. 
They really believed that b__ people went to h___ when they died.  They thought they were tortured and burned in f___. 
But people also believed in h_____.  They believed that they could get there by going to c_____ so that the p_____ could forgive their sins. 
This made the Church and the priest very i________ in people’s lives. 
priest          hell          bad          fire 

heaven         church         important
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