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Put the title King John Reinterpreted in your exercise book.
§1  -  Assessing John’s Reign
Task One

Working with a partner in a group:

1.
Use Source 1 to establish what were John’s EIGHT problems.  Summarise them in a single word (e.g. ‘1. Scotland’) and write them as a list, 1-8.  
2.
Using the worksheet ‘The Events of King John’s Reign’, go through the events one-by-one in turn.  For each note on the worksheet:

· Which problem (1-8) was this event?
· Was John successful (S) or a failure (F) in this event?

§2  -  Plenary
Task Two
Working as a whole class, discuss:

1.
Judging from your assessment of events, what was the most difficult problem John faced?  Why?  

2.
Is there any evidence that John was a good king?  Explain why.
3.
Was John’s whole reign a failure?  What was the turning-point, and why.  
4. 
Discuss this idea, which would be MY reinterpretation of King John: 

“It is impossible to deny that John failed, but that does not make him a ‘bad’ king.”

Do you agree?  Can you come up with a better reinterpretation?

§3  -  Essay
Task Three
Working on your own, write the essay: ‘Was King John a bad king?’

1.
Start by writing: ‘Many people have decided that John was a bad king.’


Then write about the bad things they have said, explaining their ideas with facts and arguments, and commenting where you can on how trustworthy you think their ideas are.  

2.
Next, write: ‘Many others, however, have denied that John was a bad king.’


Then write about the good things they have said, explaining their ideas with facts and arguments, and commenting where you can on how trustworthy you think their ideas are.  

3.
Finally, write: ‘In conclusion, my judgement is that….’


Then write about what YOUR interpretation is, explaining your idea with facts and arguments,.  

The Events of King John’s Reign
	
	
	Problem number
	Success/

Failure

	December 1199 
	John collected a new land tax from the knights and the barons.  He modernised the government and the law courts. 
	
	

	1 August 1202 
	John defeated the rebel Norman barons at the battle of Mirabeau. 
	
	

	November 1204
	John built Dublin Castle and improved the law courts in Ireland. 
	
	

	April 1205 
	Philip II of France defeated the English army and drove the English out of Normandy. 
	
	

	August 1209 
	John built up his forces in the north of England and frightened the Scots into making a peace treaty. 
	
	

	November 1209 
	John was in the middle of a quarrel with the Pope about who should be Archbishop of Canterbury.  Since 1207, the English Church had refused to hold any baptisms, weddings or church services ('the Interdict').  In 1209, the Pope excommunicated John (he threw him out of the Church).  In return, John confiscated Church property. 
	
	

	July 1210 
	John captured Carrickfergus Castle and took control of Ireland. 
	
	

	July 1211
	John invaded and conquered Wales. 
	
	

	15 May 1213 
	John feared that the French were about to invade, so he came to an agreement with the Pope.  He accepted the Pope as his overlord, and promised to pay him a tribute of £666 a year. 
	
	

	30 May 1213 
	John had built a large navy which destroyed the French fleet before it could invade England. 
	
	

	27 July 1214 
	John invaded Normandy, but was defeated by Philip ll of France at the battle of Bouvines. 
	
	

	April 1215 
	The English barons revolted because of John's demands for money.  They captured London. 
	
	

	15 June 1215 
	The English barons forced John to sign the Magna Carta. 
	
	

	October 1215 
	The Scots invaded the north of England. 
	
	

	December 1215 
	The Welsh re-conquered Wales and invaded England. 
	
	

	May 1216 
	Louis Capet of France invaded England.
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