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Put the title  Henry VIII in your exercise book.
Study all the information on the webpage.

Task One

1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, discuss the painting of Henry VIII (Source 2):

· What kind of person does he appear to be?  Make a list of words/ideas (when I taught this, my pupils used to get at least 20 and often more).

· Look at your list of words/ideas.  Categorise them into physical descriptions (e.g. big nose) and guesses about character (e.g. he looks mean).
2.
Share your words/ideas as a whole class:

· What kind of person, overall, does Holbein portray Henry as being?

· Holbein was the court painter; he was being paid by Henry – talk as a class about how reliable this source is as to what Henry was really like.  
· Discuss the idea that the painting is propaganda, not portraiture.

· Discuss the idea that this is the impression Henry wanted to give … and, if so, why?

Task Two
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, discuss Source 1: the Report of the Venetian Ambassador.
· What kind of person does he say Henry is?  Make a list of words/ideas (when I taught this, my pupils used to get at least 15 and often more).

· Look at your list of words/ideas.  Categorise them into physical descriptions (e.g. taller than usual) and guesses about character (e.g. talented).

2.
Share your words/ideas as a whole class:

· What kind of person, overall, does the Ambassador portray Henry as being?

· The Venetian Ambassador had been sent to England by his government to report back what kind of person the king was – talk as a class about how reliable this source is as to what Henry was really like.  

Task Three
1.
Turn your lists of words/ideas into written summaries:

· Start the first section: ‘According to the Venetian Ambassador, Henry…’

· Start the second section: ‘In Holbein’s portrait, Henry looks…’

[NB better accounts will show an appreciation that these are both interpretations, not fact – what possible words could you use in your account to convey this?]
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