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Put the title  Henry VIII’s Kingship in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage.  Then look back over all your notes on Henry VIII, so that you refresh your memory and are familiar with the stories of ALL Henry’s wives:
Task One

1.
Working in a small group or as a whole class, discuss Source 1:
· There are 14 dates highlighted in bold in the text; choose the EIGHT events of Henry's reign you think are the most important. 

· Consider your list of 8 events, then read Source 2. Who do you agree with the French Ambassador who said that Henry was a 'wonderful man', or a 'fat, sick, murderous old man'.  Don’t forget to support your verdict with evidence.

· Should we call Henry VIII, 'Henry the Great'?

2.
Study Source 3.  In Henry VIII’s reign, the English monarch had no power in Scotland, little power in Ireland, limited power in Wales and the north of England, and rarely went beyond the south-east of England.
· Can you suggest why?

· How does this information affect your growing understanding of the power of the king?

Task Two
1.
Still working in your small group, do the worksheet: ‘The Power of the Monarchy’.  

2.
Next, do the worksheet: ‘Henry’s Kingship’.  

· Discuss the sentences.  Do you agree with all of them – are there any statements you would like to challenge?  Explain your ideas. 

Task Three
1.
Working as a whole class, write title: ‘HENRY VIII’ in the centre of the board.
· Round the outside write all of Henry's actions and motives and the words describing his character that you have discovered during the course. 
· Draw lines between words and/or actions that are connected. 
· Suggest words that summarise a number of different ideas. 
· What was Henry trying to do – what was his reign all about? Was there a single underlying principle?  Try to find a single word or an idea which for you sums up what Henry was trying to do.
2.
Revisit as a whole class your group discussion on Henry VIII: Was Henry a ‘beast and worse than a beast’, or was he ‘a wonderful man’?  You MUST back up your answers/cite evidence.
3.
Compile a list of 'Points for Henry' and 'Points against Henry'.

4.
Write essay analysis of the nature of Henry’s kingship.

· Write your essay as a series of points, backed up/proved by reference to facts you have found out.
· Finish with a conclusion which makes a judgement about Henry VIII.
The Power of the Monarchy
(A monarch is a person who rules on their own – a king or a queen.)

Read the following statements.  Some describe the power of Henry VIII.  Others are about Queen Elizabeth II.  Decide which statements describe which monarch.  

When you are sure your answers are correct, turn to a new page in your exercise book.  Put the title and date, and underline them.  

· Put a sub-heading: Then – Henry VIII. Write down all the statements which refer to Henry VIII.

· Then put a second sub-heading: Now – Elizabeth II, and write down all the statements which describe the present monarch. 

· Parliament makes laws. 

· Makes all the decisions for the country. 

· Cannot decide what happens in the country. 

· Rich. 

· Merciless with opponents.

· Head of the Church in England - people can belong to other churches.

· Often goes out to meet the people. 

· Uses the army to rule the country. 

· Parliament does not have much power. 

· Rich. 

· Has no real power. 

· Head of the Church in England - no other religion allowed.
Henry’s Kingship
The five sentences below are statements about the way Henry VIII ruled.  
The beginnings of the sentences are in section A.  
The endings are in section B. 

For each sentence, copy out the beginning, then find the correct ending and copy it out to make the full sentence. 

Section A 

1. 
We know Henry VIII made all the decisions for the country because... 

2. 
We know Henry VIII was very rich because... 

3. 
We know Henry VIII was merciless with his opponents because... 

4. 
We know Henry VIII used force to rule the country because... 

5. 
We know that Parliament did not have much power in Henry's reign because... 

Section B  

a. 
...Henry could make or change laws himself. 

b. 
...he used the army to defeat anybody who rebelled. 

c. 
...he only used Parliament to make his decisions seem more legal. 

d. 
...he took the wealth of the monasteries. 

e. 
...he executed opponents — and supporters who failed him.
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