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Put the title  Life in Tudor Towns in your exercise book.
Split the class into a number of small working-groups.  Half the groups work on the story by GR Elton in the introduction; the other groups work on the story by Rosemary Sutcliff in Source 1.
It is very important at this point that the groups do NOT read each other’s stories.

Task One

1.
Working in your small group, discuss the story you have been assigned:
· Make sure you understand what is happening in the story. 

· Make a list of things it tells us about Tudor London.

· What can you infer from your story about the NATURE of life in Tudor London?

Task Two
1.
Coming together as a whole class, the two halves of the class share what they have learned – first they describe what happened in the story they were given, then the explain what it suggested to them about the nature of life in Tudor London.  

2.
It will have become clear that here are two VERY different interpretations of life in Tudor London.  Discuss as a class which is likely to be the more valid interpretation, and why.

Task Three
1.
Working by themselves, or in small groups, students research all the different kinds of people that could be met on a Tudor street.  


A good way to begin would be to do a google image search for:

Tudor woodcut


or:  

Elizabethan woodcut

Make a list of all the different people you would have seen – this will come in very useful in the next lesson. 

2.
Briefly discuss as a whole class whether what they have been finding out about Tudor street characters supports Elton’s, or Sutcliff’s interpretation of London life.  
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