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Put the title  Tudor Superstitions in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, study and discuss the superstitions in Source 1.
2.
Remember your timetable of a ploughman’s day from lesson 2.2.9:
	4.00am
	Rise/pray/feed cattle/clean barn/get equipment ready.

	6.00
	Breakfast

	6.30
	Yoke and gear the cattle.

	7.00
	Start ploughing

	2.00pm
	Bring home cattle/rub them down.

	3.30
	Dinner

	4.00
	Attend to the cattle and barns.

	6.00
	Supper

	6.30
	Household chores.

	8.00
	Attend to the cattle

	9.00 
	Pray and go to bed



Go through his day, thinking what superstitious actions (from Source 1) he might have performed at various times of the day?
3.
Still working as a small group, look back through all the webpages in Chapter 2 detailing the various aspects of people’s lives in the 16th century.

· Find times in people’s lives when the various superstitions described in Source 1 would have been relevant
· Can you find in Chapter 2 other examples of times where people have resorted to magic and superstition?
4.
Magic and superstition did not die out by 1750, but they certainly lost much of their power over people’s lives.  You will not, of course, be able to give an informed answer as to why, but can you suggest any theories why this might have been so; you will be able to test your theories against fact as the chapter goes on.
5.
Did you consult any of the linked websites?  Did you find any of your own?  

· Which ‘good’ sites did you find (and why did you think them ‘good’)?

· Did you find any poor or useless sites (and why did you think them ‘bad’)?

Task Two – for fun:


1.
Devise and perform in your group a two-minute drama portraying the lives of a particularly superstitious ploughman and his family as they get up in the morning.  Try to devise a drama which:

· is true to the real life of a ploughman’s family

· is entertaining and amusing

· contains as many of the 22 superstitions as you can shoehorn in!
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