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Put the title  Life in 18th century England in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One: 
1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, make a list of the household expenses of a normal modern family.
2.
Study Source 1.  Compare the 1797 farm labourer's weekly household expenses with those bought by a modern family.  What do you think about his standard of living? 

3.
Measure out the following, which shows the food for a day for the whole family:

	· 2 loaves of sliced bread
	· 130 grams cheese

	· 130 grams butter
	· 20 teaspoonfuls sugar

	· 3 tea bags
	· 8 teaspoonfuls porridge oats

	· 1 rasher bacon
	· Glass of milk



How many people did this have to feed?
4.
This labourer was quite well off.  If his income had been the average farm worker's income of about k30 a year, how might he have saved money?  Try to save 50p a week on his groceries, and £6 a year on other things. (Remember, they still have to eat something!)

5.
Take the porridge oats, add half a cup of water, and microwave for 5 minutes, stirring halfway through.  Add salt.  This was the staple diet of many labourers.  What do you reckon?
Task Two: 
	1.
Read Source 2.  In the 18th and 19th centuries, society was divided into the following classes:

· Aristocracy, great landowners, rich merchants

· Landed gentry, upper middleclass (e.g. lawyers and wealthy factory owners)

· Lower middle class (e.g. shopkeepers and craftsmen)

· Lower classes (e.g. factory hands, farm labourers and servants)

Draw a social pyramid (such as the one to the right) with four layers to represent the four classes, then allocate the different jobs to appropriate ranks.  What do you notice?
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Task Three: 
1.
Split the class into five groups to study Source 3.  Each takes a picture, illustrating different aspects of everyday life in the 18th century – 3A: Home; 3B: tavern; 3C: street; 3D: church; 3E: prison.  In your group, study your picture, noting:
· What you can see, and what was happening?

· What do you think the different people in the picture were thinking and feeling?

· What does the picture tell us about life in the 18th century?


Coming together as a class, compare and share your results.  

2.
Discuss as a whole class:

Who were the winners and who were the losers in 18th century England?

3.
Write 400 words beginning: ‘Eighteenth century England was very different to modern Britain…’

















© John D Clare, 2014


[image: image2.jpg]_1472316370

