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Put the title  The Agricultural Revolution Challenged into your exercise book.
This lesson looks at the traditional account you learned about in the last lesson, and helps you to challenge it.  You will not learn enough this lesson to be able to form a conclusion – that is something which will have to wait until you go to university – but you need to come out of this lesson understanding something of the historiography, and appreciating that the concept of an ‘Agricultural Revolution’ is challenged and probably flawed.
Study the information on the webpage, then:

Task One: 
1.
Start with Sources 1 (a photo of ploughing using oxen) and 2 (a photo of sowing broadcast).  Working as a whole class, discuss:
a. Did it surprise you to learn that Source/photo 1 was taken in 1957, and Source/photo 2 in 1941?
b. Using only your study of last lesson, what dates would you have imagined?
c. Suggest reasons why these pictures are like this when a steam plough was invented in 1856, and a seed drill in 1701?
d. Research the meaning of the words ‘invention’ and ‘innovation’ and then explain the meaning of this sentence: ‘The history of the agriculture illustrates the fact that there is gap between invention and innovation’.
Task Two: 
1.
Working individually, use worksheet EF6 to:
a. Transcribe the ten words in bold type on the Agricultural Revolution webpage – which, together form the basis of the traditional account of the ‘Agricultural Revolution’ – into the first column of the table.  

b. In column 2 add a brief note to explain how the traditional account explained their effect?

c. In column 3, use Source 1-10 on the Challenge! Was there an Agricultural Revolution? Webpage to cite a fact which challenges/ undermines/ ‘pours cold water’ on the traditional account.
The first row has been completed for you.

2.
Read the Introduction (continued), study Sources 11 & 12, then discuss the as a whole class:  

a. Do the facts in Sources 1-10 prove that there was not an Agricultural Revolution at all?

b. Explain the Historiography of the Agricultural Revolution in your own words.  

c. What do you think?  Perhaps make some suggestions of your own as a solution, but remember that you do not know enough to come to a firm conclusion.
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Use your knowledge to complete the following table, then use the table to ‘pour cold water’ on the idea that there was an Agricultural Revolution in the 18th century.
	Traditional Account:

 there was an Agricultural Revolution in the 18th century.
	Challenge!

	
	Advance
	How it helped
	Fact to undermine it

	1
	Steam plough
	took the back-breaking labour out of ploughing with horses or oxen
	One farmer was still ploughing with oxen in 1957!

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
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