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Put the title  The Changing Role of Women into your exercise book.
Study the information on the webpage, then:

Task One 
1.
The pictures are taken from the following dates – 1905, WWI, the 1920s, WWII, 1945.  Put the pictures into date order so as to assign a date to each picture; explain to a partner why you chose the order as you did.

2.
What image of the progress of the place of women in the 20th century do these pictures give?  Use the words ‘domestic lives’, freedom and ‘the world of work’ in your answer.

Task Two 
1.
Women’s work during the two World Wars unarguably helped to win the war.  But did it accomplish anything for women? 


For the (overwhelmingly male) historians of the 1960s and 1970s, the answer was yes.  They saw – in the successful taking on of roles previously labelled as ‘men’s jobs’, and in the social freedom that a job and money-in-their-pockets created – an ‘emancipation’ which ‘allowed’ women to enter the workforce after the Second World War. 


The (often female) historians of the 1980s thought differently.  Women they said, were called up only because they were needed and, after the war, married women were encouraged to return to domesticity to release a job for the returning soldiers.  The dubious reward for their war work, feminist historian Penny Summerfield suggested, was a ‘double day’ of low-paid, menial work during the day … followed by all the housework when they got home at night.


Explain to a partner how the pictures on this webpage support this interpretation.

2.
You will be interested to know that – although most of the women who had worked in the factories in WWII as war workers went back into family life after the war – recent feminist historians believe that women *did* gain something from their War work.  They suggest that it broke the traditional patriarchal family bonds, released young women socially, and gave them confidence.  Thus the next generation in the 1950s began to break free and demand equality – i.e. the change was not sudden, but the War was part of a process of gradual change.

Have women achieved full equality yet, or has the process still some way to go?
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