[image: image3.jpg]Key Stage 3 History at www.johndclare.net





Put the title  Mussolini’s Italy into your exercise book.
Study the information on the webpage:

Task One 
1.
Working with a partner, match the problems (Source 1) against the Fascists’ solutions.  How did this help Mussolini come to power?

2.
Write up the six problems and their solutions against this frame:


‘To deal with the problem of poverty, the fascists proposed a strong economy”

THE CORRECT ANSWERS ARE:
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Task Two 
1.
Using the factsheet M2 – Mussolini’s Italy, go through the seventeen government actions on the sheet, deciding which of the six policies it represents (there is an element of opinion in this exercise, and you might decide that one action fulfilled more than one policy).  Discuss your thoughts as a whole class.
2.
Discuss the nature of government in Mussolini’s Italy, and how it differed from life in a democracy.
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April 1923 Mussolini passed a law that the party with the most votes would be

gven twothirds of the seats n Parliament

August 1923 An ltalian general was killed in Greece. Mussolini invaded the island
of Corfu n retaliation.

April 1924 Elections. The Fascists gained most votes and took over
Parliament

June 1924 Giacomo Matteotti, a moderate Socialist, was murdered by
Fascists.

1925 Mussolini became Head of State He took the title /f Duce —

“the leader”.

1926 ‘Trade Unions were abolished.
1926 Mussolini put money nto farming and industry. An organisation
called the Dopolavoro was set up. It gave welfare to the poor
It provided clubs for working men.
April 1926 A youth organisation called the Ballla was formed for boys aged

8-13 They wore uniforms and carried toy machie-guns.

October 1926

All opposition parties were banned. Mussolini was given the power
to make his own laws.

1927 Mussolini founded the OVRA (the secret police)

February Mussolini came to an agreement with the Pope. Roman Catholicism

1929 became the official religion of Italy. The Pope supported Mussolinr's
government.

March 1929 Elections. There was only one party to vote for. Mussolini chose the

1033

MPs, and then asked the voters to agree his choice.

An Institute for the Reconstruction of Industry was set up

1933 Teachers were forced to wear uniforms and to teach Fascist ideas.

1935-6 Italy invaded and conquered Ethiopia.

1937 The Ministry for Popular Culture was set up. It controlled the
newspapers, radio and the cnema.

1937 Mussolini made an alliance with Germany and Japan and left the

League of Nations.
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