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Put the title  The First Homesteaders in your exercise book.
Although a professional historian would have access to MANY more materials, the information on this webpage will allow you to have a go at doing the work of a proper historian and to RESEARCH a topic on the first Homesteaders.

Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group:
· FIRST skim read the sources to see what they are generally about.

· NEXT, choose an appropriate topic to research – for instance:


· What homesteaders’ homes were like.

· Dangers and difficulties facing the early homesteaders.

· What life was like for women in the early homesteads

· What made women’s life hard.

· Homesteaders’ pleasures.

· Weather on the Great Plains.

· (or any other sensible topic that the sources will stand.)

· THEN select the sources which you are going to use to tell you what you want to know, and make bullet-point notes.

Task Two: 
1.
Working as a whole class, discuss:

· What you have learned new this lesson.  

· What problems you found as your were doing the research.  
2.
Working alone, decide how you are going to present your findings, and prepare a neat and accurate presentation (remembering to acknowledge your sources) about: ‘The First Homesteaders’.
3.
Finally, working as a whole class, discuss all the bad things you have learned about the Wild West this lesson, and list them on the ‘Difficulties and dangers’ side of your ongoing record sheet.  


On the ‘Pleasures and positives’ side, write down all the good things you have learned about the Wild West.
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