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Put the title  Luna Warner’s Diary in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group:
· Make a list of all the facts that you would find useful if you were an historian wanting to find out what life was like for the early homesteaders.

2.
Then discuss: 

· What does it NOT tell you?

· Luna was a 16-year-old girl; does this make is more, or less, useful for an historian?
3.
Then: 

· Compare with the pupils Luna’s Diary against sources 1-17 in the webpage where you researched ‘The First Homesteaders’; were any of the sources there better than Luna’s Diary, and why?

· How typical is Luna’s account – does it strike you as a trustworthy source?   Does it fit in with what else you know about setting up a homestead?

Task Two: 
1.
Working as a whole class, discuss:

· WHAT is the most interesting thing you have learned new this lesson.  

· WHY is Luna’s diary so useful to an historian.

· What is the most important thing Luna Warner’s Diary offers historians? 

· HOW USEFUL is Luna’s Diary to historians – and how do you decide?
2.
Split into pairs/groups of three-or-four and devise a drama where one student plays Luna when she is 70, and the others play her grandsons/granddaughters.   The ‘children’ imagine they have been given a school project on ‘Life for the Early Homesteaders’, and they ask Luna appropriate questions.  ‘Luna’ in her turn, pretends to be an old woman remembering back.   

3.
Working alone, write an essay on: ‘How useful is Luna Warner’s Diary for an historian wanting to know about the early homesteaders of the Wild West’.

Write your essay in three sections:

· First, write about what the Diary tells us absolutely.

· Next, write about how important it is relatively to other sources (including how reliable and how representative it is).

· Finally, come to a conclusion.

4.
Finally, working as a whole class, discuss all the bad things you have learned about the Wild West this lesson, and list them on the ‘Difficulties and dangers’ side of your ongoing record sheet.  


On the ‘Pleasures and positives’ side, write down all the good things you have learned about the Wild West.
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