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Put the title  Frank and Jesse in your exercise book.
Frank and Jesse claims to be ‘the true story’, but how true is it?   

Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group:
· Compare the film’s storyline with the timeline – how many differences and errors can you find (there are at least 25).   

· Choose the ‘Ten Worst Mistakes in Frank and Jesse’, and write them up as points 1-10 using the frame: ‘In the film: XXXX, whereas in real life: YYYY’.

· What is the BIGGEST liberty the Hollywood makers of Frank and Jesse took with the truth?

2.
Then: 

· Use the Timeline to write (in the present tense, in the same style as the film Storyline) a film storyline which deserves the tagline: ‘The true story … of two brothers ... named James’.

Task Two: 

1.
Working as a whole class, discuss:

· Why, do you think, did the film-makers portray the incident of the widow’s mortgage (1866) as they did?   

· Why, do you think, did they make the other changes that they did?

· How true is the film Frank and Jesse?

· Does this make it useless for an historian?

· WHAT is the most interesting thing you have learned new this lesson.  

2.
Working alone, write a review for the imdb website with the title: ‘Hollywood Mangles the James Brothers’.

3.
Finally, working as a whole class, discuss all the bad things you have learned about the Wild West this lesson, and list them on the ‘Difficulties and dangers’ side of your ongoing record sheet.  


On the ‘Pleasures and positives’ side, write down all the good things you have learned about the Wild West.
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