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Put the title  Interpreting Jesse James in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Including the film, this webpage presents SEVEN different interpretations of Jesse James.


Working with a partner or in a small group, summarise in your own words what the source was saying about Jesse James, using the following grid (I have done the first for you):
	Source
	Provenance
	Interpretation

	Film
	Hollywood film
	A good man psychologically-damaged by the war and forced into outlawry by the Banks and the Railroad

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	


2.
Then: 

· Look at WHO made each interpretation, and think about ‘where they were coming from’.   Can you see WHY they interpreted the James gang in the way they did?

· Discuss:

· Which authors had reasons to exaggerate different aspects of Jesse James?  Why?

· Which aspects would they have been tempted to exaggerate?  
· How does this affect your opinion of the reliability of their interpretation?

· Add a fourth column to your grid, ‘Motive’ in which you explain the possible bias of each interpretation:
	Source
	Provenance
	Interpretation
	Motive

	Film
	Hollywood film
	A good man psychologically-damaged by the war and forced into outlawry by the Banks and the Railroad
	To make the story more exciting and emotionally appealing

	1
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	


Task Two: 

1.
Working as a whole class, discuss:

· From what you have learned about the James Gang, which interpretation (or interpretations) best fit the Jesse James you know?   Which least seem to fit the facts of his life?   

2.
Go round the class.  Each student says: ‘Jesse James was...’ adding what in less than five words.   Then they give ONE fact which seems to support that interpretation.

3.
From what you know of Jesse James, come up with YOUR own, new theory of what made Jesse James ‘tick’?   Try to support your theory with facts.


Working alone, write a web-blog on ‘The True Jesse James’.

4.
Finally, working as a whole class, discuss all the bad things you have learned about the Wild West this lesson, and list them on the ‘Difficulties and dangers’ side of your ongoing record sheet.  


On the ‘Pleasures and positives’ side, write down all the good things you have learned about the Wild West.
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