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Put the title  How Wild was the Wild West? in your exercise book.
Read the information on the webpage, then:

Task One


1.
Working with a partner or in a small group, review on your ongoing record sheet:

· all the bad things you have learned about the Wild West (the ‘Difficulties and dangers’), and
· the good things you have learned about the Wild West (the ‘Pleasures and positives’)
2.
Discuss, how ‘wild’ was the wild west.  

· Come to a personal decision – ‘yes it was very wild’, or ‘no it was not all that wild’.  

· Find someone who disagrees with you and have an argument trying to convince them that you are right.
Task Two: 

1.
Working alone, write the essay:
How wild was the ‘Wild West’?

· Start with an Introduction which explains what the ‘Wild West’ was, explaining especially how the ‘frontier’ ‘moved’ over the years.
· Next, start with the sentence: ‘In some ways the West WAS wild’, and write a section of your essay saying what were the difficulties and dangers of life on the frontier, and explaining how it deserves the title ‘wild’ West.

· Next, start with the sentence: ‘In some ways, however, the West’s ‘wildness’ has been overstated, and write a section of your essay saying what were the pleasures and positives of life on the frontier, and explaining how this detracts from its reputation as the ‘wild’ West.

· Finish with a conclusion, saying how far YOU think the ‘Wild West’ was wild, and why.
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