	1. Haig misused the technological advantage of the British in having tanks at the 3rd Ypres battle (Passchendaele) because after heavy rain made the tanks impossible to use, he continued to insist that the “Poor Bloody Infantry” attacked alone.
	2. “Never at any time in history has the British Army achieved greater results in attack than in this unbroken offensive . . . The victory was indeed complete thanks to . . . above all the unselfishness, to the wise, loyal and energetic policy of their commander-in-Chief . . .”  -Allied Generalissimo, Marshall Foch.

	3. Haig was an early supporter of the revolutionary idea of the tank to break the deadlock; despite the early vehicle’s obvious limitations he continued to encourage the growth of armoured forces.
	4. Opening another front against the Central Powers in southern Europe or elsewhere as an alternative to frontal assaults on the Western Front was not a logistic possibility because shipping a mere two Divisions from France to another theatre of war would immediately cut British imports of food and other vital supplies by 5%.

	5. Haig was unimaginative. He could think of nothing better than frontal attack followed by frontal attack - with men killed in droves each time. He was a “butcher.”
	6. Haig had no room for manoeuvre by the time he took over because after “The Race to the Sea” of late 1914 there was no way around the trenches. There was thus no alternative to frontal attacks.

	7. The power of the British fleet should have been used to turn the northern flank on the western front either in supporting an attack along the shore of the North Sea, or by transporting troops around to the north and attacking the German rear areas.
	8. Haig was a successful Cavalry commander in the Boer War, but he was insane to keep many men mounted behind the lines for the duration of the infantry and artillery war. If these men had been used in the infantry, artillery, or if their horses had been used to improve transport, then it could have shortened the war. Cavalry cannot charge through mud or barbed wire - Haig was living in the past.

	9. Cavalry remained the only possible force for rapid exploitation of a breakthrough. Haig kept a mere 2.5% of the BEF mounted by 1916. They were never intended to charge through the mud or trenches. During the 100 days offensive at the end off the war the small Cavalry Corps took over 3,000 prisoners and captured many machine guns and artillery pieces.
	10. Haig was a brilliant organiser. His men were kept well supplied in the field with ammunition, clothing and food. He had organised the medical services and veterinary services so that the wounded could be evacuated swiftly and well cared for. He cannot therefore be accused of not caring if men lived or died.

	11. Haig in 1915 and 1916 said: “The way to capture machine guns is by grit and determination.” And: “The machine gun is a much overrated weapon.” This incorrect attitude was responsible for Haig casually sending thousands of British soldiers to their deaths “over the top.”
	12. Trench warfare was a new kind of fighting; none of the generals in any of the nations involved had any alternative strategy but attrition, simply because none was available.

	13. Haig’s “attack at all costs” offensives at 3rd Ypres in 1917 were necessary to relieve pressure on the French Army; an Army which might have collapsed after its massive losses at Verdun. If the French Army had collapsed, the war would have been as good as lost; therefore Haig effectively won the war for the Allies by his actions with what amounted to a necessary sacrifice of men to wear down the Germans.
	14. Trench warfare was not a new style of fighting. Trenches had been dug in siege situations for hundreds of years. The situation of the Western Front was simply that of an elongated siege, an idea with which all commanders should have been familiar.

	15. Haig and his staff had no idea of the conditions in and around the trenches where men lived and died. The generals and staff officers were safely quartered many miles behind the lines in comfortable country houses or Chateau from where they sent the men to die in mud, bullets, shrapnel and barbed wire.
	16. Haig himself was not one of the “Chateau Generals.” He led a peripatetic existence, from 1917 being based in a cramped railway train, an idea which foreshadowed the mobile headquarters used in World War Two.

	17. During the years 1915-18 there was no development in infantry tactics in the British Army. By contrast the German Army brought in many innovative ideas such as infiltration tactics, “Storm Troopers” and multiple lines of trenches for defence in depth.
	18. By the most obvious criterion for judging the success or otherwise of Generals, Haig was successful; his army won the war, despite the surrender of Russia. 

	19. The BEF under Haig developed great battlefield skill. The introduction of ideas such as Combined Arms assaults, infiltration, creeping barrages and overhead barrage fire by batteries of Heavy Machine Guns all reduced casualties.
	20. Haig’s staff were mostly wounded or decorated veterans of trench warfare who knew what it was like. They were constantly informed of conditions at the front by experienced liason officers. Some 200 British generals became casualties during the war because they were exposed to enemy action; thus it is not credible to suggest that the BEF’s high command was remote from the front.

	21. The newly raised “Citizen Army” which Haig had available was incapable of carrying out complex military movements during an attack. Therefore attack plans had to be kept as simple as possible to stand any chance of success. 
	22. During the battle of the Somme in 1916 the Germans lost 500,000 to 660,000 men (mainly in counterattacks - 78 made in a two week period in September alone) trying to regain lost ground. . The British and French lost 630,000 in a battle in which they were attacking and gaining some ground. After this the German Army was never the same again, losing most of its bravest troops and officers.


	23. “Haig was correct (in attacking repeatedly at Passchendaele) : even if he had not broken through the Flanders front he had weakened the German strength to a point where the damage could not be made good. The German sword had become blunted.”   - Von Kuhl, Prince Rupprecht’s Chief of Staff during the war.
	24. The Central Powers could have been beaten on the Italian Front, by succeeding at Gallipoli, by a decisive thrust from Salonika or even by maintaining the naval blockade. There was no need for hundreds of thousands of men to die on the Western Front.

	25. In the March-April period of 1918 Haig’s Army of 59 Divisions fought to a standstill some 109 German Divisions. Immediately after this Haig began the counter-offensive which, lasting 100 days, led to a dramatic series of victories. 1887,700 prisoners were taken and 2840 guns captured. This shows Haig’s ability to recognise a weakened enemy and to strike effectively. These achievements are conveniently forgotten by his critics.
	26. In March-April 1918 the German Army’s last offensive was beaten because they used Haig’s method of attrition. This and the arrival of American troops are the reasons why the German Army collapsed in the following months, not Haig’s alleged abilities.

	27. “Good morning, good morning!” the General said,

When we met him last week on the way to the line.

Now the soldiers he smiled at are most of ‘em dead,

And we’re cursing his staff for incompetent swine.

“He’s a cheery old card” grunted Harry to Jack,

As they slogged up to Arras with rifle and pack.

But he did for them both with his plan of attack. - S. Sassoon
	28. Haig’s plans of attack throughout the war were essentially all the same as the plan he made for the battle of Neuve Chappelle as commander of the 1st British Corps in 1915. The only real difference between Neuve Chappelle and the Somme battle in 1916 was the scale. Hence “only” 17,000 as opposed to 420,000 British casualties. Haig did not learn from his mistakes.

	29. Haig always assumed that artillery would cut wire, and that artillery would kill almost all the Germans in the attack area. He knew that up to a third of British shells failed to explode. He knew by 1916-17 that the wire was seldom fully cut and that the German dug-outs were too deep to be affected by artillery. Yet he still expected these methods to work.
	30. Even the historian John Terraine, normally a supporter of Haig’s competence, admits that the first day of the Somme (1st July, 1916) was a huge tactical blunder. So huge indeed that there were 61,816 casualties in the British army on this single day.

	31. The Somme battle was not designed as a battle of attrition in order to save the French Army from collapse. Haig expected to breakthrough and end the war. “Haig . . by self hypnosis, became convinced that the Somme was an open-sesame to final victory. He would cut the German Army in two and do it in one day. He would have the Cavalry Corps under bit and ready to charge through the shell cratered gap. . .When General Fritz von Bulow . . . reported that a grat attack was coming, Falkenhyn (German C in C) told him it was a wonderful hope. Having splintered his own army by throwing against the immovable object (Verdun) Falkenhyn couldn’t imagine that the enemy would be equally stupid.” - Brigadier General Marshall
	32. During the Passchendaele battle of 1917, general Gough, whom Haig had chosen because he was one of the most aggressive of his Generals, actually advised Haig to cease the attack, but Haig persisted, despite horrific losses for another three weeks.

	33. During the Passchendaele battle of 1917, 70,000 British and Empire forces died with a total of 275,000 casualties for very little gain. The objectives of the battle had not been reached.
	34. Over 25 years before D-Day the so-called “unimaginative” Haig had considered the use of tank landing craft for an amphibious assault on the coast of Belgium. In 1915 he had campaigned for lighter machine guns with the Ministry of Munitions. He also organised the use of radios in aircraft to call down artillery fire onto German reserves.

	35. “Hundreds of dead were strung out (on the barbed wire) like wreckage . . Quite as many died on the wire as on the ground. . . it was clear that there were no gaps in the wire at the time of the attack. It was so thick that daylight could barely be seen through it. . .How did the planners imagine the Tommies would get through the wire? Who told them that artillery fire would pound such wire to pieces? Any Tommy could have told them that shell fire lifts up wire and drops it down, often in a worse tangle than before.”   - private George Coppard, survivor of the Somme battle.
	36. “We are lousy, stinking, ragged, unshaven and sleepless. My tunic is rotten with other men’s blood and partly spattered with a friend’s brains. It is horrible, but why should the people at home not know/ . . I want to tell you so that it may be on record that Goldie (a mate) and many others were murdered through the stupidity of those in authority.”   - Lt. J.A. Raws in a letter to his family, shortly before his death in August 1916.

	37. Capt. Blackadder: “We are at last about to go over the top.”
Lt. George: “Great Scott, Sir! You mean the moment has finally arrived for us to give Harry Hun a darn good British style thrashing, six of the best, trousers down?”
Capt. Blackadder: “You mean ‘Are we all going to get killed?’ Yes. Clearly Field Marshall Haig is about to make yet another giant effort to move his drinks cabinet six inches closer to Berlin.”
	38. “Very successful attack this morning . . . All went like clockwork . . . The battle is going well for us and already the Germans are surrendering freely.  . . Our troops are in wonderful spirits and full of confidence.”  - from a report by Haig on the first day of the Somme attack, July 1st, 1916


