Causes of World War One – Questions
1. What was the name of Germany’s ruler, 1888-1918?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. What was the title of Germany’s national anthem and what does it mean?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. What is Nationalism?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. What was Panslavism?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. What happened at the Treaty of San Stefano in 1878?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
6. What did Kaiser Wilhelm say in 1901 that he wanted for Germany?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. What is imperialism?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. How much of the globe did the British Empire cover in 1900?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9. What was Britain’s ambition in Africa?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. Where and when did French and British colonial ambitions clash?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
11. What is militarism?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
12. How big was the German army in 1914?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
13. How many men (including reservists) could Germany call up if there was a war?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
14. How many warships did Great Britain have in 1914?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
15. Whose army was growing fastest?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
16. Why did politicians try to build up huge armed forces and military alliances?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
17. Who was the German Army Chief of Staff in 1914?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
18. What did the Moltke believe about war, and why?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
19. What was the Dual Alliance?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
20. What was the Triple Alliance?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
21. What was the Triple Entente?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
22. Which country did Britain make a naval agreement with and why?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
23. Who was the ‘sick man of Europe’?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
24. Who was Otto von Bismarck?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
25. When had Italy become a united country?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
26. Who dominated the Russian Tsar Nicholas II until 1916?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
27. Which country had defeated Russia in a war?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
28. What had happened to France in 1870?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
29. Name two nationalist French politicians who hated Germany for France’s defeat in 1870.
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
30. What did Britain’s foreign policy advocate, and what does this mean?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
31. Which British war did Kaiser Wilhelm criticise?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
32. What did the German Navy Law of 1900 say?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
33. What did people mean by ‘We want 8 and we won’t wait’?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
34. What provoked the First Moroccan Crisis
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
35. How was the first Moroccan Crisis solved?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
36. Who was ‘mad, mad, mad as March hares’?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
37. What does the word ‘annex’ mean, and who annexed who in 1908?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
38. What provoked the Second Moroccan Crisis?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
39. How was the Second Moroccan crisis solved?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
40. What was the Balkan League?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
41. How was the Second Balkan War ended?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
42. When was Archduke Franz Ferdinand shot?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
43. Name the six assassins who were waiting for Franz Ferdinand along the Appel Quay.   Who actually tried to kill him?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
44. What was the name of the Serbian terrorist group?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
45. What was the name of the Austrian governor of Sarajevo?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
46. What was the ‘polyglot empire’?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
47. Who was General Hotzendorff and why was he important?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
48. What was the ‘blank cheque’?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
49. What is an Ultimatum?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
50. When was the Austrian ultimatum to Serbia?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
51. Which point of Austria’s ultimatum did Serbia reject and why?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
52. What did Tsar Nicholas II think of the Austrian declaration of war?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
53. Why was it significant that Nicholas ordered a ‘general mobilisation’?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
54. What was the name of Germany’s military plan and why?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
55. Why was the Schlieffen Plan going wrong in August 1914?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
56. What did Bethmann-Hollweg ask Moltke and what was the reply?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
57. Why did Germany declare war on France?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
58. Why did Britain declare war on Germany?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
59. What did Bethmann-Hollweg call the Anglo-Belgian treaty of 1839?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
60. When did Britain declare war on Germany?
· …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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